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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Situation In or In Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 24, 2007 

On October 27, 2006, by Executive Order 
13413, I declared a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in or in relation to 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701– 
1706), ordered related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in that country. I took this action 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the situation in or in 
relation to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, which has been marked by wide-
spread violence and atrocities that continue 
to threaten regional stability and was ad-
dressed by the United Nations Security 
Council in Resolution 1596 of April 18, 2005, 
Resolution 1649 of December 21, 2005, and 
Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006. 

Because this situation continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, the national 
emergency declared on October 27, 2006, 
and the measures adopted on that date to 
deal with that emergency, must continue in 
effect beyond October 27, 2007. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 24, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:45 a.m., October 25, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 26. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Situation In or In Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 24, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The situation in or in relation to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 
has been marked by widespread violence and 
atrocities that continue to threaten regional 
stability and was addressed by the United 
Nations Security Council in Resolution 1596 
of April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of Decem-
ber 21, 2005, and Resolution 1698 of July 
31, 2006, continues to pose an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of 
the United States. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006, and 
the related measures blocking the property 
of certain persons contributing to the con-
flict. 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and the related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain persons 
contributing to the conflict in that country, 
must continue in effect beyond October 27, 
2007. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 24, 2007. 
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Remarks on Departure for a Tour of 
Southern California Areas Damaged 
by Wildfires 
October 25, 2007 

Good morning. I’m on my way out to Cali-
fornia. I’m looking forward to seeing Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger, to thank him for all 
the good work that the State and local au-
thorities are doing to help the good people 
of southern California battle these wildfires. 
I will assure the people of California that the 
Federal Government will be deploying re-
sources, assets, and manpower necessary to 
help fight these fires. As well, I will assure 
them that there’s a—because of the declara-
tion I signed yesterday, there will be help 
for the people of California. Evidently, the 
winds are more favorable today, which 
should be encouraging to the firefighters. 

I’m also looking forward to spending some 
time with some of the firefighters. We’ve got 
some incredibly brave citizens who are risk-
ing their lives to protect people and property 
in California, and we owe a great debt of 
gratitude to our Nation’s firefighters. 

It’s a sad situation out there in southern 
California. I fully understand that the people 
have got a lot of anguish in their hearts, and 
they just need to know a lot of folks care 
about them. And I’m looking forward to my 
trip out there. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:31 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Areas 
Damaged by Wildfires and an 
Exchange With Reporters in San 
Diego, California 
October 25, 2007 

The President. The Senator and the Con-
gressman and the Governor and I have come 
up here to survey firsthand the terrible dev-
astations done by the fires here in the San 
Diego area. We’ve met the Jeffcoats, who 
came up this hill and went to what was their 
home. And we know how tough it is for you; 
39 years of marriage—that’s something that 
you didn’t think you’d be dealing with after 

all this time. So we want to let you know 
that the American people care for people like 
you who are suffering. We appreciate your 
spirit; we really do. I think all of us who met 
you were very impressed by your determina-
tion to deal with this tough moment in your 
life and rebuild your lives. 

To the extent that people need help from 
the Federal Government, we will help. I am 
here, really, to make sure that the Federal 
effort works hand-in-glove with what the 
Governor has been doing. The Governor has 
taken the lead down here, and he’s done a 
fine job. The thing I like about Governor 
Schwarzenegger, he says, ‘‘You show me a 
problem, I’ll charge it; if you show me a hill, 
I’ll go up it’’—and that’s exactly what he’s 
done. 

And my job is to make sure that FEMA 
and the Defense Department and the Inte-
rior Department and Ag Department re-
spond in a way that helps people get the job 
done. And that’s what I’m here to listen to. 

I want to thank the Senator for joining me. 
On the flight down, we had a good conversa-
tion. She’s deeply concerned about the citi-
zens of California. She asked the right kind 
of questions, and, you know, we’re going to 
give her the answers. 

And Congressman, thank you for joining 
us. This is his district. It’s got to be tough 
for you to represent the good people here 
and know that people are suffering. 

But anyway, thanks for being here, and 
God bless you all. 

Kendra Jeffcoat. Thank you, Presi-
dent—— 

The President. God bless the people of 
this State. Thank you. 

Mrs. Jeffcoat. Thank you very much. 
Jay Jeffcoat. Thank you. 

Federal Response to Southern California 
Wildfires and Hurricane Katrina 

Q. Mr. President, a lot has been made 
about the contrast between this response and 
the Katrina response. Do you have any 
thoughts on that and how you’re doing? 

The President. You better ask the Gov-
ernor how we’re doing. I will tell you this: 
On all these responses, the thing that has 
amazed me most is the courage of our first- 
responders. The firefighters here in this part 
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